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ABSTRACT:
RESTORATION OF ANTIQUE ARCHITECTURE AND THEORY FOR THE INSTAURATION OF A NEwW ONE:
THE PROJECT OF THE ACCADEMIA DELLA VIRTU, ITS AIMS AND RESULTS

The publishing program of the Accademia della Virti describes by far the largest such undertaking from
the Renaissance. Its aim was to publish a series of 24 libri consisting of critical editions and translations
of and commentaries on Vitruvius’ De Architectura and a documentation of all material remains from
Roman Antiquity: from the historical development of the urbs to all of its buildings, from all coins and
reliefs to all inscriptions etc. But the aim of this ‘Classical Archaeology of Roman Antiquity’ avant la
lettre was not an archaeological one. Instead, it was explicitly meant to establish the solid basis for a new
architecture, and to be finished through ‘interdisciplinary’ work by an ‘international’ team within three
years!

Though this program has been published by Claudio Tolomei already in 1547, it has largely been
ignored or misinterpreted in academic research. In fact, it was believed, that only Guillaume Philandrier’s
Annotationes to Vitruvius from 1544 could be counted as a result of the Accademia’s work. In 1986 the
systematically ordered drawings of antique reliefs from the Codices Coburgensis and Pighianus were added
to this short list as preparations for the 15th and 17th volume.

My paper will explain, that there are many more — mostly manuscript — sources and drawings surviving
from the Renaissance that — due to modern disciplinary boundaries — have never been seen together as
preparations for this important — in a strictly modern sense: — scientific research and publishing program.

Most of these sources still are waiting for their scientific rediscovery and examination.
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